
BACK	COUNTRY	ATV/UTV	ASSOCIATION	
THE	OLDEST	AND	FINEST	CLUB	IB	CDA,	ID.-WE	DO	IT	RIGHT!	

	
APRIL	2019										NEWSLETTER										LINDA	MECKLE	

	
P.O.	Box	595-Hayden,	Id.	83835										www.backcountryatv.org	

		

Marble	Creek	
	

“The	world	is	exploding	in	emerald,	sage,	and	lusty	chartreuse	–	neon	
green	with	so	much	yellow	in	 it.	 	 It	 is	an	explosive	green	that,	 if	one	
could	watch	it	moment	by	moment	throughout	the	day,	would	grow	in	
every	dimension.”	 	Amy	Seidl,	 	Early	Spring:	An	Ecologist	and	Her	Children	Wake	to	a	
Warming	World		
	
“Despite	the	forecast,	live	like	it's	spring.”		Lily	Pulitzer	



A	JOKE	FOR	YOU	
	

A	woman	awakes	in	the	middle	of	the	night	to	find	her	
husband	not	in	bed.	

	
She	puts	on	her	robe	and	goes	downstairs	to	look	for	
him.		She	finds	him	sitting	at	the	kitchen	table	with	a	

cup	of	hot	cocoa	in	front	of	him.	
	

He	appears	to	be	in	deep	thought,	just	staring	at	the	
wall.	

	
She	watches	as	he	wipes	away	a	tear	from	his	eye.		

“What's	the	matter,	dear?”	She	whispers	as	she	steps	
into	the	room….		“Why	are	you	down	here	at	this	time	

of	the	night?”	
	

The	husband	looks	up	from	his	drink,	“It's	the	20th	
Anniversary	of	the	day	we	met.”	

	
She	can't	believe	he	has	remembered	and	starts	to	tear	

up.	
	

The	husband	continues,	“Do	you	remember	20	years	
ago	when	we	started	dating?”	I	was	18	and	you	were		
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only	15,”	he	said	solemnly.	
	

Once	again,	the	wife	is	touched	to	tears	thinking	that	
her	husband	is	so	caring	and	sensitive.		“Yes,	I	do”	she	

replies.	
	

The	husband	pauses…….The	words	were	not	coming	
easily.	

	
“Do	your	remember	when	your	father	caught	us	in	the	

back	seat	of	my	car?”	
	

“Yes	,	I	remember”	said	the	wife,	lowering	herself	into	a	
chair	beside	him.	

	
The	husband	continued,		“Do	you	remember	when	he	
shoved	the	shotgun	in	my	face	and	said,	“Either	you	

marry	my	daughter	or	you're	going	to	prison?”	
	

“I	remember	that	too,”	she	replied	softly…	
	

He	sighed	as	he	wiped	another	tear	away	from	his	
cheek	and	said,	“I	would	have	gotten	out	today.”	

	
…and	that's	when	the	fight	started.	

	



HAPPY	BIRTHDAY!	
	

Donna	Traver-April19th	
	

HAPPY	ANNIVERSARY!	
	

Dave	and	Nancy	Conley-April	17th	
	

BACK	COUNTRY	KITCHEN	VITTLES		
Campers	Supper	

	
2	lb.	ground	elk		
Salt	sprinkle	
Pepper	sprinkle	
1	tsp.	garlic	powder	
1	head	cabbage	
3	cups	carrots,	peeled	and	shredded	
4	cups	potatoes,	shredded	
1	large	onion,	sliced	
6	slices	velveeta	cheese	

	
Preheat	oven	to	350	degrees.	
Season	burger	with	salt,	pepper	and	garlic	powder.	
Mix	well	and	form	6	patties.	
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Place	each	patty	on	one	cabbage	leaf	on	a	double	sheet	
of	foil.		Divide	carrots,	potatoes,	onion	and	cheese	slices	
evenly	over	patties	and	top	each	with	another	cabbage	
leaf.	
Seal	 foil	 around	 each	 patty	 and	 bake	 30-40	 minutes.		
Serves	6	
Alternate	meats:	venison	moose,	antelope,	caribou	and	
maybe	even	lean	hamburger.	
	

BUSINESS	SPONSOR	OF	THE	MONTH	
Coeur	d’Alene	Powersports	

	
Coeur	 d’Alene	 Powersports	 opened	 as	 Coeur	 d’Alene	
Honda	 in	 1968	 on	 Indiana	 Street	 in	 downtown	 Coeur	
d’Alene.		In	the	early	70s	the	store	moved	to	Seltice	Way.		
Honda	automobiles	were	added	in	1974.		The	motorcycle	
and	automotive	business	shared	the	same	building	until	
2007,	when	the	new	auto	store	went	up	next	door.	
KTM,	Suzuki	and	CFMoto	product	lines	were	added	and	
parts	 and	 accessories	 were	 expanded.	 	 Parts	 and	
Accessories	 carry	 the	 largest	 inventory	 in	 the	 area.		
Product	 lines	 include	 KTM	 Powerwear,	 KLIM,	
FOX,FMF,FLY,SIDI,	Gaerne,	Bell,	Shoei,	Off-Road	Vixens,	
Answer,	MSR,	Warp9,	100%	Scott,	Oakley,	Amsoil,	Se-	
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dona,	Dunlap,	Massis,	Michelin,	Shinko,	Pirelli,	Vp	Race	
Fuel…and	more.	
	
The	ATV/UTV	Survival	Kit:		Being	self-sufficient	is	the	

key	to	Survival	in	the	wilderness.	
American	Honda	

	
Being	 prepared	 is	 always	 a	 great	 idea	 when	 you	 are	 on	 a	
machine	that	will	quickly	and	effortlessly	take	you	into	remote	
places	far	from	help.		Having	the	right	things	with	you	can	make	
the	 difference	 between	 “weathering	 the	 storm”	 in	 relative	
comfort	versus	clinging	to	life.	
You	need	to	think	about	what	basic	essentials	you	should	carry	
on	your	ATV/UTV…just	in	case.		Considering	that	basic	survival	
gear,	such	as	water,	food	and	matches	for	building	a	fire,	can	
be	easily	carried	in	a	backpack,	we	realize	our	4	wheeler	need	
not	be	overloaded.		Of	course	the	time	of	year	and	geographic	
location	have	a	lot	to	do	with	how	mean	the	environment	can	
be.		Montana	in	January	will	have	much	greater	requirements	
than	Virginia	in	May,	but	both	can	challenge	you.	
For	flat	tires,	because	they	are	so	easy	to	fix,	having	one	of	the	
commercial	patch/plug	and	CO2	kits	or	a	 compact	 tire	pump	
will	take	care	of	all	but	the	worst	tire	problems.		You	also	need	
to	plan	out	your	fuel	supply.		No	gas,	no	go.		To	that	end	you	
need	to	watch	your	trip	meter,	know	your	machines	range	and	
perhaps	carry	a	spare	supply	of	fuel	in	an	approved	container.		
You	also	need	a	means	to	clear	obstacles	that	might	block	your	
way.	 	 In	 timbered	country	a	blown-down	tree	can	absolutely	
stop	you.		Never	leave	home	with	out	an	axe	or	bow	saw.		The	



axe	is	far	more	versatile	and	can	be	used	to	do	may	things	to	
enhance	 survival,	 but	 it	 requires	 much	 more	 skill	 and	
experience	 than	 the	 saw.	 	 The	 saw	 can	make	 quick	work	 of	
trees	up	to	about	16	inches	in	diameter.		Also	,	keep	a	small	but	
efficient	first-aid	kit	on	hand.		Your	ATV/UTV	can	also	be	used	
to	move	logs	that	are	too	heavy	to	lift	either	before	or	after	you	
cut	them.		Therefore	rope,	a	tow	strap	or	light	cable	are	very	
handy.		From	a	human	standpoint,	water	is	essential,	while	we	
can	go	quite	a	while	without	food.		How	much	you	need	to	carry	
depends	 on	 the	 temperature	 and	 if	 there	 is	 any	 source	 of	
natural	water	readily	available.		I	keep	a	half	gallon	with	me	all	
the	 time.	 	 If	 you	 are	 in	 the	 desert	where	 there	 is	 no	water,	
better	carry	more.		If	there	is	natural	water	at		hand,	some	form	
of	 purification	 device	 should	 be	 used	 before	 consumption.		
Gatorade	and	power	bars	are	not	a	bad	idea	to	have	with	you	
and	MREs	 (military	 freeze	dried	meals,	 ready	to	eat)	become	
real	 banquets	 if	 you	 are	 hungry	 and	 are	 non-perishable	 and	
easy	to	carry.	
Warmth:		clothes,	shelter	and	fire!		If	you	are	riding	in	winter	
or	cold,	you	will	probably	have	pretty	warm	clothes.		However,	
once	 your	 helmet	 is	 off,	 you	will	 want	 a	 good	warm	 cap	 or	
hood.		Keep	in	mind	that	at	40	degrees	hypothermia	will	kill	you	
long	before	dehydration	or	starvation	get	you.		Do	not	assume	
that	the	60-degree	spring	afternoon	will	become	a	comfortable	
night.	 	 Beyond	 sensible	 items	 of	 wool	 or	 synthetic	 clothing,	
pack	a	space	blanket,	one	of	the	light	military	ponchos	that	can	
become	a	rain	shelter	or	even	a	small	tent	to	turn	a	nightmare	
into	a	camping	trip.		A	light,	compressible	sleeping	bag	is	not	a	
bad	idea.		In	addition	to	your	heavier	tow	rope,	you	should	also	



have	 a	 good	 coil	 of	 light	 cord,	 like	 parachute	 cord.	 	 It	 is	
weightless,	small	and	is	one	of	those	wonderful	things	that	can	
make	something	out	of	nothing,	such	as	the	ATV/UTV	and	light	
tarp/poncho	 turning	 into	 what	 will	 seem	 like	 a	 palace	 in	 a	
storm	(well,	almost!)	
To	 build	 a	 fire	 you	 need	 a	 source	 ranging	 from	 one	 of	 the	
modern	flint/metal	fire	makers,	matches,	a	butane	lighter	(not	
always	 reliable	 at	 high	 altitude)	 or	 my	 favorite,	 an	 old	
fashioned	 but	 effective-in-the-wind	 Zippo.	 	 Tinder	 or	 “base-
fuel”	is	extremely	important	unless	you	have	dry,	easy-to-burn	
wood.	 	 By	 the	way,	 you	 should	never	 leave	home	without	 a	
good	pocket	knife	for	literally	dozens	of	reasons	not	the	least	
of	which	is	its	contribution	to	fire-making.		A	candle	is	another	
idea,	and	it	can	be	as	simple	as	a	4-inch	peace	of	seam	material	
cut	from	discarded	jeans	and	soaked	in	melted	wax.		Quarter	
inch	 by	 four	 inch	 strips	 of	 rubber	 are	 very	 flammable	 and	
absolutely	weatherproof.	 	Also,	natural	pitch	pine	(fat	wood)	
will	 start	a	 fire.	 	Your	 fire	making	 tools	and	 tinder	 should	be	
stowed	 in	 a	 plastic	 bag.	 	 If	 it	 is	 really	 wet	 and	 fire	 seems	
impossible,	one	last	trick	can	be	a	lifesaver.	 	While	you	could	
pour	 the	entire	contents	of	your	 fuel	 tank	onto	a	pile	of	wet	
wood	and	get	a	magnificent	“poof,”	the	result	will	often	be	very	
short	 lived.	 	 To	make	 fire	with	 liquid	 fuel,	 you	need	a	 secret	
ingredient-the	bottom	half	of	a	soda	tin.		Fill	the	aluminum	cup	
with	 fuel	and	put	a	 little	grass,	paper	or	cloth	 in	 it	 to	 form	a	
wick.		Place	this	on	the	ground	and	lay	a	piece	of	wood	that	is	
slightly	thicker	than	the	can	is	tall	on	either	side.	 	Then	stack	
the	wet	wood	around	and	above	this	huge	“candle.”		When	the	
wood	is	in	place,	light	the	wick	and	get	out	the	marshmallows.		



The	long,	concentrated	burn	will	get	even	the	most	stubborn	
wood	blazing.	
Beyond	the	fires	with	natural	 fuel,	backpacking	stoves	or	the	
miraculous	 little	 alcohol	 stoves	 can	 boil,	 cook	 and	 keep	 you	
alive.		With	them	you	need	to	carry	fuel	but	because	almost	all	
of	this	is	designed	to	be	carried	in	backpacks	they	are	compact	
and	light	on	an	ATV/UTV.	
While	 it	 is	 impossible	 to	 anticipate	 every	 situation	 or	
emergency,	expecting	the	worst	in	a	mild	and	sensible	way	will	
keep	you	prepared	for	the	unexpected.	

	
TIDBITS	FROM	YOUR	EDITOR	

	
I	 really	 have	 nothing	 for	 tidbits	 this	month	 other	 than	
that	we	had	an	outstanding	turnout	for	last	month's	club	
member	meeting.		It	was	really	gratifying	to	basically	run	
out	of	seating	room.		Hubby	and	I	have	gone	on	a	couple	
of	short	UTV	rides	around	the	neighborhood	and	it	was	
nice.	 	Even	made	it	as	far	as	4th	of	July	and	back	again.		
The	trail	to	Harrison	is	definitely	still	blocked	and	looks	
to	be	that	way	for	a	while	yet.		I	believe	we	will	be	having	
our	next	club	breakfast	this	coming	Saturday	April	13th	at	
9:00am.	 	 No	 more	 early	 bird	 discount	 there.	 	 Club	
membership	meeting	Tuesday,	April	16th	at	6:30pm	with	
those	wishing	for	dinner	gathering	at	about	5:30	or	even	
somewhat	earlier.		Kind	of	a	little	social	hour	with	kibbles	
and	bits	followed	by	the	meeting.		We	are	all	still	spring	



cleaning	closets	and	our	little	nooks	and	crannies	for	our	
first	 ever	Back	Country	Rummage	Sale.	 	 Every	 little	bit	
helps	 and	 as	 they	 say	 “one	 persons	 trash	 is	 someone	
else's	 treasure.”	 	 Please	 drop	 off	 your	 rummage	 sales	
items	 at	 the	 next	 upcoming	meeting	 or	 contact	 Nancy	
Conley	by	phone	or	e-mail	to	arrange	a	drop	off.		She	has	
places	 to	store	your	 items	till	 the	day	of	 the	sale.	 	The	
rummage	sale	will	be	held	at	the	Conley	Estate	on	April	
26th	and	27th.		Time	is	still	to	be	announced.		Looking	on	
to	the	upcoming	month	of	May	we	will	finally,	hopefully,	
be	mounting	our	trusty	steeds	for	our	first	official	ride	of	
the	season.		4th	of	July	to	Harrison,	weather	permitting,	
of	course.		As	in	years	past	departure	from	4th	of	July	will	
be	 at	 9:00am.	 	 The	 club	 is	 trying	 something	 new	 this	
season	 and	we	will	 hold	 a	 Club	Member	 Trail	 Clearing	
with	a	Hot	Dog	BBQ	on	Saturday,	May	4th.		Again,	this	will	
depend	 on	 the	 weather	 and	 snow	 melt.	 	 No	 time	 or	
departure	area	has	been	set	yet	and	once	decided	will	be	
followed	up	with	an	e-mail.		We	have	had	several	really	
good	classes	for	club	members	in	the	past	month	or	so.		
Our	Map	Reading	Class,	GPS	class	and	Search	and	Rescue	
class	were	all	well	attended	and	everyone	walked	away	
learning	 new,	 valuable	 information.	 	 Some	 Survival	
Information	 from	 the	 Search	 and	 Rescue	 Class	 I	 share	
with	you	here:																					

	



******THE	BEST	SURVIVAL	TOOL	IS	YOUR	BRAIN******	
	From	notes	gathered	by	Nancy	Conley	

	
10	essential	systems	

	
1) Navigation-compass,	GPS,	maps,	cell	phone	
2) Sun	protection-sunglasses,	sunscreen,	clothing	
3) Insulation-layers	of	 clothing	on	your	body,	 synthetic	not	
cotton	

4) Illumination-headlamp,	flashlight,	chem-light	
5) First	Aid-nitrile	gloves,	bandages,	gauze,	tape	
6) Fire-warmth,	light,	morale,	protection	(bit	lighter	turns	to	
gel	at	30	degrees	

7) Repair	tool-gear	repair,	food	prep,	tool	for	kindling	
8) Nutrition-candy	bar,	granola,	protein	
9) Hydration-filters,	 chemicals,	 treatment.	 Boil	 water	 to	 a	
“rolling	boil”	to	purify	

10) Emergency	 Shelter-clothing,	 garbage	 bag,	 tent,	
sleeping	bag,	survival	sheet	

	
STOP		

	
STOP	at	the	first	sign	of	danger	or	disorientation	

THINK	what	are	the	dangers.		What	needs	to	be	done	
OBSERVE	what	is	the	most	critical,	weather,	darkness,	am	I	

bleeding	
PLAN	make	a	plan	for	your	survival	
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RULE	OF	3	
	

3	seconds	without	hope																			36	hours	without	rest	
3	minutes	without	air																							3	days	without	water	
3	hours	without	shelter																				3	weeks	without	food	

	
	

	
Until	next	month…	

	
HAVE	FUN	IN	ALL	YOU	DO	AND	DO	ALL	YOU	CAN	DO!	

	
	
	

	
	


